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Ahmedabad: Noted math-
ematician and academician
Prof PC Vaidya passed away
on Friday He was 93. He was
the first PhD in mathemat-
ics from Gujarat.

One of the global experts
on Einstein's theory of rel-
ativity, he had delivered lec-
tures all over the world on
this subject,

A powerful and thought-
provoking speaker with a
great sense of humour, his
contribution to the world of
mathematics has been im-
mortalised as "Vaidya Ma-

trix’, pioneered in 1942,
Born at Shahpur in Ju-
nagadh, Vaidya did his PhD
in mathematics from Ba-
naras Hindu University. The

staunch Gandhian was
GPSC chairman from 1971
to 1977 and UPSC chairman
in 1977-78.

Prof PC Vaidya was
detected with a kidney
ailment in January. On
Thursday, his condition
deteriorated and he passed
away at 5 am on Friday.
Vaidya was 93

Between 1979 and 81 he
was vice-chancellor of Gu-
jarat University Epitomis-
ing the Gandhian philoso-
phy — simple living and
high thinking — on the day
his VC's term got over he re-
fused to use the official car,

and preferred to ride his bi-

cycle back home,

Prof Vaidva was also
vice.chancellor of Gandhi
Vidyapith, WVedchhi, in
Surat, His autobiography
book *Chalk and Duster” was
published in Gujarati.

Even after he retired, he
returned to the university

to teach mathematics to
MSc students for many
yvears, Today his legacy is
global with his students
making their marks in var-
ious countries. His 45-vear-
old 'Ganit' magazine, is still
a hit among budding math-
ematicians,

He was detected with a
kidney ailment in January
On Thursday, his condition
deteriorated and he passed
away at 5 am on Friday.

He leaves behind four
daughters. Three of his
daughters conducted his fu-
neral rites. The fourth
daughter is abroad.
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The |-T raids on a real estate developer continued for the second
day on Friday. Officials said that Rs25 lakh was seized during the
search and survey operation on Jai Ambe Developers in Mumbai.
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Last chapter of ‘Chalk and Duster’ ends...

Veteran Gandhian
and mathematician
Prof PC Vaidya
passes away

Paras K Jha

While for some teachers 'Chalk and
Duster’ are only tools for teaching,
for Prof Prahlad Chunilal Vaidya
(popularly known as PC Vaidya)
‘Chalk and Duster’ weie tools to lead

his life in such a way that it could be  philosophy. Even at the age 80, he
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the title of his autobiog-
raphy. But the last chap-
ter of this great
teacher's life came to an
end with his demise on
March 12 morning. He
was 5.

Prof Vaidya lived a
life for mathematics and
worked at various colleges. He also
served as a member and then chair-
man of the Gujarat Public Service
Commission and member of Union
Public Service Commission. He was
also a great follower of Gandhian

yy  used to ride a bicycle, like
" he had done throughout

. his life. It was not only
. about being physically fit
| by riding bicyele, but liv-
ing with simplicity in con-
sonance with Gandhian
philosophy, He was ap-
pointed the vice-chancel-

lor of Gujarat University in 1979, '

“Once a teacher always a teacher”
was very apt for him.

Prof NE Ladhawala, head of the
mathematics department in Gujarat
University, recalls, “When [ joined
the department in 1979, he was the
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vice-chancellor of the university
Despite his busy schedule, he regu-
larly used to visit the mathematics
department and meet students and
professors. It would be surprising
for many, but he had kept a black-
board in the ¥V-C's office. If any stu-
dent used to approach him for some
mathematical problem, he would
teach him in his office.”

Apart from teaching, his contri-
bution to mathematical research is
also significant in the world. His re-
search work is known as "Vaidya
Matrics', which is cited across the
world in the study of flow of radia-

tion in the universe. Prof Vaidya
also tirelessly worked to make math-
ematics popular in society.

Talking about his contribution in
making mathematics popular in Gu-
jarat, his nephew and mathemati-
cian Prof. Arun Vaidya said, “He
had started Gujarat Ganeet Mandal
and a mathematics magazine "Suga-
neetam’ which is being published
even after 45 vears.”

Prof. AR Rao, a veteran mathe-
matician, said, “He had played a
very crucial role in the introduction
of modern mathematics from pri-
mary schools to the college level.
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Mathematician
PC Vaidya dead

The ex-GU vice chancellor’s solution to Einstein’s
equations on radiation earned him glubaf fame

AHMEDABAD MIRROR
Bureau

ormer Gujarat Uni-

versity vice chan-

cellor P C Vaidya

passed away on Fri-
day. The renowned
mathematician and sci-
ence educator was in his
late 905,

Vaidya's solution to
Einstein's equations
which describe the grav-
itational field of a star
emitting a great deal of
radiation earned him
global repute.

Einstein's theory of
gravity is described by a

set of rather complicated
equations which wuse
mathematics of Rie-
mannian geometry. Till
the year 1942, mathe-
maticians had a tough
time in finding solution
to this, when Vaidva pio-
neering work, known as
"Vaidva Metric” led to
the solution.

A true Gandhian,
Valdva will also be re-
membered for wearing a
Gandhi cap and riding
bicycle to the university
department,

Vaidya was instrumen-
tal in starting the Gujarat
Mathematics Society.
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His snlutinn tn E'mstem s equations is

known as "Vaidya Metric'
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