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NAGAR President’'s Remarks

Happy holidays and best wishes to you and your
loved ones, for the New Year, from NAGAR.

On behalf of NAGAR Inc., | want to thank the
NONA (Nagar Organization of North America)
New Jersey Leadership for undertaking and
generating a successful national nagar convention
in Somerset, New Jersey. We know from past
experiences that it takes alot of hard work and
dedication to host national events like these.
Based on the large participation and support from
the community, we all think the efforts were well
worth it.

We also appreciate NONA's gesture of a courtesy
pre-meeting on July 4th, at the Marriott Hotel, to
brief the NAGAR team about their planned
activities. We, NONA and NAGAR, all had
conversed via phone or e-mail during the past ning
months with the exception of a face-to-face
meeting (among a select few of us) on September
15, 2001. | am sure working together during thest
events has demonstrated a better understanding ¢
each team's skills sets and personalities. It has
also highlighted an urgent neft all of us to

work together on common community issues and
to leverage our precious and limited resources.
We have come to realize that our tmain goals

for future national nagar events should be the
following: 1) Reuse the “lessons learned” from
the past conventions to improve the quality and
management of these events, and 2) Equally
distribute the convention workload nationwide.
The NAGAR and local nagar associations’
leadership meeting held on July 6th was also a
critical first step in the right direction to develop a
working relationship and framework between the
national and local organizations. A good starting
point emerged for us to pursue during that short
meeting. An agreed upon draft announcement
was also made at the convention. NAGAR plans

D

to take the next step of mailing the general

D

=

community invitation letter to all nagar families in USA
for their participation in the development of the future
management structure for the National Organization,
NAGAR Inc.

Our major accomplishment in New Jersey was the
unanimous acceptance of NAGAR Inc. as the national
nagar organization by ALlocal nagar leaders present at
the meeting. With all of our cooperative efforts, we
should be able to successfully conclude this exercise by
developing a management structure, acceptable to all of
us, large and small nagar associations, and direct
membership, by early next year.

NAGAR also held its first membership meeting on July
5" in Somerset, New Jersey. In general, NAGAR

Inc.’s state-of-the-business and future plans were
presented and discussed. Proposed amendments to by-
laws were adopted, with modifications, by the members
who were present and via proxies received. With the
expanded team, a regional focus shift and renewed web-
driven focus, | think we are poised to recapture our

initial momentum.

Please visit our re-deployed website at “nagat.fing

the up-to-date information. Once again, | extend my
appreciation and thanks to NONA for their hospitality to
all of us at the convention. Thank you for your
continued support.

Divyang Pandit
President, NAGAR Inc.

Shri Bhimbhai M ehta Recognition Award
Presented to Nagars of North America (NONA)
New Jersey - 2002 Leadership

July 6, 2002

Mr. Priyadarshanbhai and Miss Pratimaben Bhimbhai
Mehta of Ahmedabad, India, have requested that
Divyang Pandit, of Plymouth, Michigan, present this
fourth “Shri Bhimbhai Mehta Recognition Award,” on
their behalf, to Nagars of North America (NONA) 2002
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Leadership. Mr. Pandit is pleased to request that
the late Bimbhai's grandson, Chandradev Mehta,

present this recognition award to Ms. Sushamaben

Mankad, President of Nagars of North America
(NONA).

The Mehta family has provided a short
introduction with the award:

Introduction of Award

Shri Bhimbhai Dahyabhai Mehta was born in
1896 and passed away on December 31, 1991, at
the age of 96. Shri Dahyabhai, his father, was a
self-made man, who was a leading lawyer besides
being a ‘Divan’ in a number of princely states in
India.

Shri Bhimbhai was a textile man having involved
himself in the production and marketing of cotton
textiles. This was primarily because Ahmedabad
was a major textile-producing center in India.
However, he had varied tastes in literature,
languages and music. He was fluent in English,
Guijarati, Hindi, Urdu and Sanskrit. While
studying the Vedas, the Upanishadas and other
books of Indian culture and philosophy, he was of
the opinion that essence of these books should be
transmitted to the new generation. It is with such
thought in mind that he translated Shrimad
Bhagavat in to English language.

In 1946, out of Shri Bhimbhai's concern for the
coming generation, the idea came to start “Akhil
Bhartiya Nagar Parishad.” He worked jointly with
Shri Girdharilal D. Mehta, Shri Ishwarlal
Dinanath Mehta, and others to create a “Nagar
Parishad” that would meet every few years at
different centers in the country. The goal was to
bring together the Nagar families spread out far
and wide in India with the sole purpose to help
them maintain awareness of each other, their
roots, past experiences, culture, and traditions.

It has been a long sojourn for the “Nagar
Parishad” from 1946lktoday. During this time,
the number of activities has increased and more
and more families staying in many isolated parts
of the country feel a sense of belonging. Shri
Bhimbhai had a big contribution in achieving this
for the Parishad.

When the nagar families of North America get together
at vast events, such as the fourth convention in
Somerset, New Jersey, one feels it is an extension of the
same idea that started in 1946--with the same goal of
togetherness. Shri Bhimbhai would have been very
happy upon hearing the news of such gatherings. By
presenting a token in his name to the families in North
America, we are conveying and remembering his dream
to create and carry on the “Nagar Parishad.” He would
be very proud of the fact that this venture blossomed into
a tree that benefits everyone.

Herewith, we are extending our heartiest greetings and
best wishes for the success of the Converiaf?p.

Signed,
The Bhimbhai Mehta Family
Ahmedabad, India

Website Strategy — Relaunching of the
Website

The domain name “NAGAR.Org” was selected and
reserved around August 1999. The original Web-Master
was Vivek Mehta of Baltimore. The 2002 goal was to
re-launch the Web Site in three-phases, as follows.

WEB STRATEGY PHASES:

1. Start-up Design Phase
(Launch Date: 11/1/2002)

Minimum Configuration:

* Artistic home page (names, phone numbers, e-
mails, etc.), officers’ information, newsletters,
links to other nagar organizations (formal and
informal local chapters, Indian organizations)

» |Information compiled and separated by regions,
each with their own distinct format

» Useful Indian government information (visa,
passport, consulate, etc.)

»  Other valuable information
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2. Expanded Design Phase

(Launch Date: 12/31/02)
Expanded Initial Minimum Configuration:

Abbreviated member directory
information (names, addresses, and phone
numbers)

Online membership registration

Online Directory information collection
and updates

Additional valuable information

3. Full Fledge Design Phase

(Target Date: 3/31/03)
Full Fledge Configuration:

Online “Hatkesh” foundation

contributions

Online future national convention
registrations and other information desired
by the community

Treasurer’'s Report

For the Third Quarter ending 09/30/2002

» Balanceas of June 30, 2002: $6,857.08
* Income from Membership Dues:

o Tota: $1,752.00

e Expenses:

o Annua Registration: $50.00
o July 5" mesting: $382.55
o Tota:$ 432.55

 Baance

0 Checking Account: $8,176.53
0 Tota: $8,176.53

» Earthquake Rdief Fund:

o Total: $5,000.00

NAGAR Ni Khabar

* NAM (Nagar Association of Maryland) Celebrates
Navaratri and Deepawali

Nagar Association of Maryland successfully organized
two events, Sharad Poornima Raas-Garba on 26"
October and Nutan Varsh Sneh-Sammelan on 22™
November.

Thefirst of the two events was a path-bregker for

Maryland, where every year there are a number of

Navaratri “nights” by Gujarati Samaj and similar other
local groups but none, until this year, under the umbrella
of Nagars. The Raas-Garba night drew over a hundred
families. The talented young vocal artist, the “pride” of
Maryland, Krushanu Majmudar, accompanied by the
able Tabalchi Sunil Vasavada ensured that the “adhiyali
ratadi no rang na jaay”!! Though the Maryland Nagar
Mandal had no prior experience in organizing such
event, the event was still a huge success.

The Maryland Nagar Association’s Nutan Varsh Milan
was an another vibrant, re-vitalized, event this year. Both
the programs were well-received by the Nagar and the
non-Nagar community of Maryland. The creative and
hard-working vice-president, Sunil Vasavada, deserves a
special credit for re-vitalizing the Nagar Samaj of
Maryland with these two events.

New Jersey Nagar Association (NONA) is planning their
New Year get-together o' of December.

» Dineshbhai Nanavati Resigns as the Vice-President
of NAGAR, Inc.

Dineshbhai Nanavati has turned in his resignation as VP,
effective £ November, 2002. His doctors have advised
him to limit his nonessential activities due to health
considerations. His humble and simple approach to
many of the activities and people he was involved with,
was remarkable and contagious. His personal
involvement with a Texas trip last Decemi®2001 to
open a dialogue with Dallas, Houston & San Antonio
nagar community leaders has resulted in the Houston -
2004 onvention announcement. On behalf of NAGAR
Inc., we wish him well for his health and many thanks
for his gentle leadership.
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Scholastic Achievements g g ‘

Based on the Scientific Research undertaken
by Kunil Kaushik Raval, DOB Sep 08, 1985,
during his studies at 12th grade, he was
declared the winner of 1st Award at Saginaw
County Levd at 2002 Science and
Engineering Fair. He also won Grand Award
at Michigan State Level and another Grand
Award at Inte International Science and
Engineering Fair (1SEF) at international leve.

Nirali Mehta, the young and energetic
daughter of the Maryland residents Parth and
Mita Mehta, has won a special recognition
among 1500 of her school-mates at
Catonsville High School in Baltimore, MD.
Nirali received the "Best Student” award in
the month of October 2002. It was indeed an
achievement as she had migrated to the United
States from Bombay less than an year (in
November 2001) before earning the node from
the school committee.

Second Lieutenant Manan N. Bhatt

Manan Bhatt was born in Bombay, India, and
earned a Bachelor of Science degreein
Geographic Information System/ Computer
Cartography from University of Maryland at
College Park. He was commissioned as a 2™
Lieutenant in the United States Air Force on
December 22™, 2002. He was the first cadet
from Det. 330 to represent the University of
Maryland at the Pentagon last summer. He
will be stationed at Goodfdlow AFB, TX in
fied of Inteligence. We wish him good luck.

Newsletter Schedule

The Nagar Assocation of Greater American
Regions will be producing four newslettersin
2003. Approximate publication dates are
planned be January, April, August, and
December.

Anyone wishing to submit news should forward it to
Daksha Pandit at daksha_pandit@hotmail.com.
Please allow sufficient time for review and editing.
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Community Announcement:
National Nagar Directory 2003

NAGAR Inc. is proud to announce the popular
National Nagar Directory 2003 project. The
project details are as follows:

* Thelast day to submit the family information
formis February 28, 2003.

= All NAGAR Inc. members will receive one
free copy of the printed directory, when
published in April 2003. Members can
purchase additional copies for US $30 each.

*» Thereis NO charge to include your family
information in the directory. Pleasefill out
the directory family information form online
at the NAGAR Inc. website, www.nagar.org,
OR mail in the completed formto: NAGAR
Inc., General Secretary, 12626 Grey Eagle
Court, #42, Germantown, Maryland 20874,
USA.

Thedirectory project timetableis as below.
2/28/03: Form submission deadline.

1/03 and 2/03:  Collect and compile articles,
photographs, material, etc., and
compile, sort and edit family
information to create a nagar
database.

4/30/03: Print and distribute directory to
membership.

Wanted: NAGAR Inc. needs articles, photographs
and other materials of community’s interest, as
well as talented volunteers to produce this
directory and other community publications.
Please contact any of the officers listed on the
cover page or visit website for more details.

NAGAR Inc. Management
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(At least one spouse has to be a Nagar)
Please use this form to: a) Add or correct the directory information, and/or

e DO PR Lo

b) Become a member of NAGAR (Please attach a check)

Member’s Information:
Last Name:

First Name:

Member’'s Hometown:

Member’s Occupation:

Member's Father's Name: (Last) (First) Mother’'s Name:

Spouse'’s Info rmation:
Spouse’s Name:

Spouse’s Hometown:

Spouse’s Occupation:

Mother's Name:

Spouse’s Father's Name: (Last) (First)

Please fill in the following information for your children:
(married children should complete a separate registration form)

Name Occupation Date of Birth E-Mail Address
(MM/DD/YY)

Primary contact information:

Home Street Address:

City: State: Zip/Postal Code: Country:

Phone #: Fax #:

E-Mail Address:

Membership Information (Check one below and include check or an international Draft in US Dollars payable to NAGAR):
Annual (Jan.1-Dec.31): (Check one) Single: ($20) ___, Family: ($30): ___, Student: ($15) ___,Senior Citizen: ($15) ,

Lifetime: ($501)
Membership year: (circle one) 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004

By submitting this form | release permission to Nagar Association of Greater American Regions to publish the above information
in a directory in any form. The Nagar Association of Greater American Regions ensures you that it will not sell any information or

the database to any organization or business for any business purposes.

Your Signature: Date:

Mai | your

nenbership formwi th a nenbership check in US dollars payable to

NAGAR to Yash Vasavada, 12626 Grey Eagle Court,

# 42 CGermant own, MD 20874, USA.

The formcan be e-nuil ed to darshyash@li recway. com
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Scanned I mage of a Newspaper Article on 2002 New Jersey Convention
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Nagar Association of G eater Anmerican Regi ons (NAGAR), Inc.
Ceneral Secretary

12626 Grey Eagle Court, #42

CGer mant own, Maryl and 20874

USA

Important Reminders

National Nagar Directory Deadline Drawing Near
Please submit your family information for the 2003 directory by February 28, 2003.
See page 3 for details. See page 7 for an application.

Visit the New NAGAR Website
Visit us online at www.nagar.org and spread the word!

Proud to be a NAGAR




